


STATEMENT OF CURRICULUM INTENT 
At Berger Primary School our Creative Curriculum provides children with engaging lessons with an emphasis upon practical 
and stimulating learning experiences.  It does this whilst supporting them to make connections, develop skills and build 
knowledge so that they become resilient, creative and independent learners.  The arts are utilised as a lens through which 
children’s learning is enriched. 
 
We aspire for Berger children to be reflective and resilient lifelong learners with the confidence, skills and knowledge needed 
to solve problems effectively. Our children are diverse, curious and creative.  Berger’s curriculum builds upon and enhances 
their cultural capital, experiences and communication skills. Explicit links between areas of learning and the arts allow us to 
broaden their horizons through accessible lessons and making learning exciting. 
 
When creating plans, we consider the National Curriculum and children’s learning journeys as a whole and have designed 
learning to develop; lesson on lesson, term on term, year on year.  Planning revolves around topics and is structured to 
begin with, and build towards, both written and creative outcomes.  Children’s individual needs, abilities, interests and prior 
knowledge drive their learning. 
 
Through Berger Together, the teaching of Philosophy for Children and our commitment to being a Rights Respecting School, 
our curriculum challenges discrimination, promotes inclusivity and embodies both British values and the United Nations’ 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Having a curriculum which champions the diversity of our community and enables all 
our children to celebrate who they are. 
  



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY ARTS BASED? 

When we talk about an ‘arts-based’ curriculum, we are referring to the 
way that the curriculum is delivered. 

 

Teachers are encouraged to view ‘The Arts’ (including: visual art, 
drama, music, dance outdoor learning and media) as a lens through 
which skills and knowledge from other areas of learning may be 
acquired and developed. 

 

Whilst the arts are used to deliver other objectives across the 
curriculum, skills and objectives in the arts will also be targeted and 
developed. 

 



MAKING LINKS EXPLICIT 
As stated in our curriculum intent, we want children to make connections 
wherever possible in order that they will better understand how to use and apply 
their learning. 
 
Take time to explicitly draw out those connections. 
 
For example:  
“We are using maths skills to read this map because we need to understand grid 
references and coordinates.” 
 
“We are using our summarising skills to create a script for a narrator.” etc. 



IN PRACTICE: 
Some practical examples of what lessons could look like: 

 

Year 1  

Might achieve the Science objective to:  

 

- identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including 
trees 

 

By 

 

Using observational drawing in a range of media to draw the plants and trees in the local area. 



IN PRACTICE: 

Year 3  

Might achieve the Literacy objective to:  

 

Draft and write narratives by creating settings, characters and plot 

 

By  

 

Using a popular painting or an illustration (Eg. The bathers -Seurat) and creating a freeze 
frame of characters in a setting.  When tapped on the shoulder, a character speaks – 
developing plot. 



IN PRACTICE: 

Year 6  

Might achieve the Geography objective to:  

 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

By  

 

Creating a dance with different movements representing each of these elements. 



LONG TERM PLANNING 
Long  term planning – Teachers should refer to the following documents: 

 

Mapped objectives for each subject (excluding maths and literacy) : 

-  Shared 

-  Curriculum 

-  ABC Curriculum 

-  Overview Maps 

 

Whole school Topic Overview map: 

-  Shared 

-  Curriculum 

-  ABC Curriculum 

Additional considerations when planning: 
 
-  Celebrations (throughout the year) 

-  Berger Together 

National Curriculum for Literacy 
Literacy Genre overview grid 





1.  Break 1/2 term into weeks. 
2.  Consider Literacy genres which will fit with topic and that join up with Literacy 

Overview Grid 
3.  Consider WOW day – immersion / Consider a creative outcome for the term (eg. 

Performance / film / blog ) 
4.  Make a very rough timeline (probably handwritten), considering when RE will be 

blocked, what outcomes will be and skills / knowledge needed to attain outcomes. 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Year 4 - Lightbulbs 

Monologues about – painting An experiment on s bird in the air pump 
Drama to support writing – thought tracking / freeze frames / speaking thoughts 

RE Blocked 

WOW DAY 
-  Working by 

candlelight 
-  Discussion 

of feelings / 
experiences 

-  Carousel of 
activities to 
do with light 

Outcome – 
Newspaper 
Reports based on 
‘the lighthouse 
Keeper’ animation Summarising 

Writing Direct and 
Reported Speech 

Electricity – building circuits 

DT – Designing a lighthouse for a specific user News music 

½ Termly planning 



SOME NOTES ABOUT WOW DAYS 

-  Children should be excited by and immersed in a topic at the beginning of a term 

-  This may involve a trip / creating a scene somewhere in the school / a carousel of 
‘taster’ activities in the classroom 

-  WOW days should let children loose 

-  exploration  is key 

-  We need to trust them to engage safely 

-  There should be opportunities for movement and discussion  

-  Use alternative ways of recording / evidencing (post-its / photos / videos) 

-  Allowing for talk is vital 

-  Great example http://www.eyeprimaryschool.co.uk/wow-day/ 



WEEKLY PLANNING 

- Freeing up the timetable, using it as a planning document and altering it weekly to 
allow for flow 

 
-The timetable should 
include a brief summary 
of lessons. 
 
-It can be colour coded 
to divide workload (who 
will resources what?) 
 
-Notes about evidencing 
(eg – in lit books / 
photos etc) can be 
included. 



DAILY PLANNING 
Short term (daily planning) on flips or powerpoints with objectives, key questions, visual 
resources etc. 
 

National curriculum objectives 

Visual resources 

Key questions 

Instructions for children 



EVIDENCING WORK 
-  Written directly into books 
-  Photo collages in books 
-  Photos on website 
-  Photocopies of group work in books 
-  Videos of performances  
-  Screenshots of class discussions / flips photocopied and stuck in books 
-  Work on loose paper or sheets stuck in books 

-  Each term, completed / covered objectives should be 
highlighted / referenced on overview maps 



END OF TERM OUTCOMES 
Children will produce 2-3 written outcomes each half term. 
 
There should also be a creative outcome at the end of each half term. 
 
Some examples of this are: 
-    a performance (a play / poetry slam),  
-  a debate,  
-  a film / advert 
-  a world fair / exhibition style exhibit 
-  a dance 
-  a piece of music 

These could be shown in groups within a class or opened out to a wider audience (parallel 
class / parents etc.  


