
BERGER PRIMARY SCHOOL LOCAL OFFER 
 
OVERVIEW OF OUR SCHOOL 
 
At Berger Primary School we are committed to ensuring equality of education and opportunity for pupils 
with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), staff and all those receiving services from the 
school. We aim to develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which people feel free to disclose their 
SEND needs and participate fully in school life. 
The achievement of all pupils, including those with SEND, will be monitored and we will use this data to 
raise standards and ensure inclusive teaching. We will make reasonable adjustments to make sure the 
school environment is as accessible as possible.  
At Berger we believe that diversity is a strength, which should be respected and celebrated by all those 
who learn, teach or visit our school. 
 
IDENTIFYING PUPILS’S ADDITIONAL NEEDS 
How does the school know if my child needs extra help? 
 
We know when a child needs help if: 

• Concerns are raised by parent/carers, teachers, teaching assistants or the pupil’s previous 
school 

• There is lack of progress 
• Attainment is below national expectation 
• There is a change in the pupil’s behaviour 
• A pupil asks for help 

 
All children at Berger Primary School are assessed each term and their progress traced to ensure they 
are making expected or accelerated progress. Any concerns are flagged up in the tracking sheets 
which are closely analysed by the Senior Management Team. 
From this information, children are placed in a focus group for support during lessons or placed in an 
intervention group specific to their needs. These additional interventions are implemented by Teaching 
Staff within school, who are based out of class. Their progress is monitored closely and reviewed 
termly. Further information is gathered which informs us of any additional needs that need assessing 
and any further support which may involve outside agencies. 
 
DEDICATED CONTACTS IN SCHOOL 
Who do I contact if I have questions or concerns about my child? 
 
If you have concerns about your child’s progress you should speak to your child’s Class Teacher 
initially. If appropriate, the class teacher will raise their concerns with our Assistant Head Teachers 
(AHT) and/or Inclusion Manager and action will be taken which will involve meeting with yourself and 
your child to discuss actions. 
In the event that you still feel concerned you can speak with our Deputy Head or our Head Teacher or   
you can talk to the school SEND governor, Pauline Millar.  



The Hackney Parent Partnership is also an available service to our parents and will support meetings 
about children within our school.  
 
INVOLVING CHILDREN AND PARENTS/CARERS IN PLANNING SUPPORT 
How will I know how you are supporting my child? How will I be involved in discussions about my child? 
 
The Class Teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have 
and to share information about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies can be 
used.  
The Assistant Heads are available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress, the support that 
has been put in place and address any concerns/worries you may have. 
All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the professional(s) involved, 
directly or, where this is not possible, in a report. 
 Individual Educational Plans will be reviewed with your involvement each term for those children who 
need a significant level of support. 
All children who have Statements of Educational Need will be reviewed each term and the statement 
will be reviewed annually with all professionals involved. 
A home-school contact book may be used to support communication with you when this has been 
agreed to be useful for you and your child. 
 
RANGE OF SUPPORT AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN WITH SEND 
What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by the school? 
 
Class teacher input via excellent targeted classroom teaching also known as Quality First 
Teaching or Wave 1 intervention 
 
For your child that would mean: 

• That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their 
class. 

• That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can 
understand 

• Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in the 
class. This may include different styles of learning that suit your child the best and, for some, 
the learning will be more practical based and individualised. 

• Specific and proven strategies (which maybe suggested by the Inclusion Manager, AHT team 
or outside professionals) are in place to help your child to learn. 

• Your class teacher will have carefully checked your child’s progress and will have decided that 
your child has a gap in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help 
them make the best possible progress. All children in school should be getting this as part of 
excellent classroom practice when needed. 

 
 
 



Specific Group Work with a smaller group of children known as Wave 2 intervention 
This group are targeted intervention groups and includes; 
 

• Groups run in classroom or outside 
• Run by a Teacher or Teaching Assistant who have the relevant training to run these groups 
• Children who are at School Action in the SEN code of practice 

 
For your child this would mean: 

• He/She will engage in group sessions or one to one with specific targets to help them make 
progress. 

• An out of class teacher, our EAL teacher or outside professionals such as a Speech and 
Language Therapist will run these small group sessions using the teacher’s plan. 

This type of support is available for any child who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/ 
area of learning. 

Children with more significant learning difficulties or children at Wave 3 intervention have been 
identified by the Inclusion Manager as needing extra specialist support in school from 
professionals outside of the school. 

These children will be at School Action Plus stage of SEN Code of Practice and includes support from: 

• Hackney Learning Trust central services such as Specialist Teacher support, including Hearing 
and Visually impaired Services 

• CAMHS or First Steps for emotional support 
• Speech and Language Support  
• Hackney Ark multi-disciplinary support 

For your child this means: 

• Your child will have been identified by the Class Teacher/Inclusion Manager (or by the parent) 
as needing more specialist input instead of quality first teaching or intervention groups. 

• Your child will have been monitored at school and if you or the teacher notice that progress is 
still slow you will be asked to attend a meeting to discuss and help plan possible ways forward. 

• You may be asked to give your permission to refer your child to a specialist professional such 
as our Speech and Language Therapists Caroline McCallum and Frances White or our 
Educational Psychologist Doreen Robinson. This will help us to understand your child’s specific 
needs in more depth and give guidance for targets to improve progress. 

The specialist or professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make 
recommendations which may include: 

• Making changes to the way your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or 
changing some aspects of teaching to support them better 

• Support to set better targets which will include their specific expertise 



• A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional (e.g. A social skills 
group) 

• A group or individual work with outside professionals 
• The school might suggest that your child needs some agreed individual support in school. They 

will tell you how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place. 
• This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be 

overcome through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups. 

Specified Individual support for children who have additional needs that cannot be met by school action 
plus. 

This is usually provided via a Statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education Health and Care 
Plan (ECHP). This means your child will have been identified by the class teacher/AHT Inclusion team 
as needing a particularly high level of individual or small group teaching which cannot be provided from 
the budget available to the school. 

MEDICAL NEEDS 
If my child has medical needs, how will they be supported? 
 

The children with specific medical needs are given a health care plan outlining their condition, current 
medications and their daily care requirements. All staff that come into contact with the child on a daily 
basis are given information and training on their condition to ensure their individual needs are met. 
Emergency contact numbers are accessible to all who require them. The school nurse, Monica 
Gbadamosi will liaise with all the necessary agencies and be the link between home and school. All 
health care plans are reviewed regularly. 

 

• Parents hold key information and knowledge and have a crucial role to play. Both parents and 
pupils will be involved in the process of making decisions. 

• Parents are asked to keep the school informed about any changes in the treatment their 
children are receiving, including changes in medication 

• Parents will be kept informed about arrangements made in school for their child and about 
contacts made with outside agencies. 

• Parents and pupils will be consulted before any home tuition begins. 
• If a child has significant medical needs they will have a Care Plan which is written with the 

parent and school nurse 
• Our school doctor is Dr Soldi and she will see children who require a routine medical for 

concerns parents may raise 
• All staff receive regular training in first aid 
• Where necessary and in agreement with parents and carers medicines are administered but 

only with signed parental consent 

 
 



MEASURING PUPIL’S PROGRESS 
How will I be kept informed of how my child is doing in school? 

 
• Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher. 
• Termly Parent Evenings are held to discuss progress, attitude and attainment  
• His/her progress is reviewed formally every term and a National Curriculum level given in 

reading, writing, Numeracy and Science. 
• If your child is in Year 1 and above but is not yet a National Curriculum levels, a more sensitive 

assessment tool is used which shows smaller but significant steps of progress. The levels are 
called ‘P’ levels. 

• At the end of each Key Stage (Year 2 and Year 6) all children are required to be formally 
assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATs). This is something the government 
requires all schools to do and are the results that are published nationally. 

• Children at Wave 3 (School Action Plus) will have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) which will 
be reviewed termly with parents to measure progress and set new or adapted targets. 

• The progress of children with a Statement of SEND or Education, Health and Care Plan 
(ECHP) will be reviewed annually with all adults involved in their therapy and target setting. 

• The AHT and Inclusion Manager will also oversee that your child is making good progress with 
individual work and in any group that they participate in. 

• Additional assessments maybe undertaken if a child has specific learning difficulty or gaps in 
their learning. 

SUPPORT AND TRAINING FOR SCHOOL STAFF 
Have any staff received specialist training in SEND? How are school staff supported to work with pupils 
with SEND? 

 
• The Inclusion Manager and AHT support the class teacher in planning for children with SEND 
• The school provides appropriate training for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of 

children including those with SEND. This includes whole school training on issues such as ASD 
and Speech and Language difficulties and or programmes of delivery to match need. 

• Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that are 
relevant to the needs of specific children in their class. 

 
SCHOOL RESOURCES 
How are the school’s resources allocated/ How is the decision made about how much support my child 
will receive/ How will I be involved in making this decision? 
 

• The school budget received from Hackney Local Authority, includes money for children with 
SEND. 

• The Head Teacher decides on the budget for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in 
consultation with the school governors on the basis of needs within the school. 

• The Head Teacher and the SMT team discuss all information they have about SEND in school 
including:   



                  Children getting extra support already 
                  Children needing the extra support    
                  Children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be   
                  expected 

And then a decision is made about what support/training/resources are needed 
• All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed 

 
ACCESSIBILTY OF THE SCHOOL 
How is the school accessible to pupils with SEND? E.g. Fully or partially accessible, facilities for 
personal care, specialist teaching areas 
 

Berger Primary School is a recent build meeting the standards for full inclusion of persons with SEND. 
This includes wide corridors, lifts to upper area, EVAC chair, Multi-Sensory Room, disabled toilet 
access at each Key Stage and in other areas, medical room, shower facilities and specialist teaching 
areas for group and individual work. All children who need a personal evacuation plan (PEEP) in the 
case of an emergency have a designated named person on the plan to support evacuation should the 
need arise. 

INCLUSION 

How will my child be included in activities at school, after school clubs and on school trips? 
 

• The building is accessible to children with a physical disability 
• We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs 
• Risk assessments are provided for all children going on school trips so they can benefit fully 

from the experience 
• Children with SEND have additional support as appropriate  
• We recognise that you as parent are an expert in your child’s needs and we welcome your 

advice. 
• After school provision is accessible to all children including those with SEND 
 

TRANSITIONS 
How will the school prepare my child when joining the school or when transferring to a new school? 
 

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any 
transition is as smooth as possible. 

If your child is moving to another school  

• We will contact the school Inclusion Manager/SENCO to ensure they know about all 
special arrangements and support that need to be in place for your child 

 



When moving classes in school 

• Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and in most cases a 
planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. All Individual Education Plans 
(IEPs)  will be shared with the new teacher 

• If your child would be helped by a book to support them understanding moving on then 
this will be made for them 

• Your child will be given the opportunity to visit their new class in the summer term prior 
to moving on 

In Year Six 

• The Inclusion Manager will discuss the specific needs of your child with the Inclusion 
Manager/SENCO of their secondary school and will invite them to their IEP meeting 
during the summer term 

• Your child will be part a focused transition group that will support their understanding of 
the changes to come 

• Where possible your child will visit their new school with their Teaching Assistant for 
the SEND day when information can be exchanged on support needed on entry 

• All records of meetings in Primary School will be sent to the new school 

TRANSPORT 
My child needs help with transport to the school. How can you help? 
 

A request would be made to the Learning Trust for the provision of transport. Children requiring this 
transport to and from school on a daily basis would be eligible for this. 

SUPPORT AND TRAINING FOR PARENT AND CARERS 
How will you help me to support my child’s learning? What support and training is available for parent 
and carers? 

 
• We have two Home School Support Workers, Sirvan Tepe and Kate Murray who can be 

contacted via our parent work room where they are situated or by email  
• The class teacher is available at the end of the school day and may suggest ways of supporting 

your child’s learning. 
• The Inclusion Manager/AHT will meet termly with parents of children with specific needs that 

have been identified, to discuss targets, professional’s reports and how best the parent can 
support the child to achieve their targets. 

• Parents will be invited to meet with professionals working directly in school, such as Speech 
and Language and Educational Psychologist. 

• Training will be arranged as appropriate to help parents with the difficulties they may face or 
parents will be steered towards the best support to match the child’s needs. 

• Parents will be advised of the services available to help them if a child is having behavioural or 
emotional difficulties at any one time. 



FURTHER INFORMATION FOR PARENT AND CARERS, PUPILS AND PRACTITIONERS 

Further information can be gathered from our school website www.berger.hackney.sch.uk 

The Learning trust has a Parent Partnership Service to offer support to all parents on the school 
journey with their child.  

Hackney Learning Trust also has their own SEND department on their web site for further information 
about services for parents. 

Specialist Services accessed by the school include: 

• The Hackney Ark has many services available for parents with children with SEND 
• Specialist Teachers from HLT (Autism, Complex Needs, Behaviour etc) 
• Educational Psychologist – in school 
• Speech and Language Therapists – in school 
• Young Hackney 
• CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service) 
• First steps (Targeted short term intervention for emotional difficulties) 
• Educational Welfare Services  
• Hearing and Visually impaired Specialists 
• Social care 
• School Nurse and School Doctor 
• Behaviour Support Service and Engagement Team 
• Home School Support Workers – in school 

 

 

 


